Gardening With Chuck for January 19 - 25, 2015

What’s the Value of a Home Garden

This is Gardening with Chuck on 1420 KJCK, I’'m Chuck Otte, Geary County, K-State Research
and Extension Ag & Natural Resources Agent. Vegetable gardening has many intrinsic values
and I’'m pleased to see them becoming more and more popular. Many young families use them to
help teach the youngsters the value of working the soil and growing some of your own food. Or
perhaps it’s really just an effort to burn up some energy in some excitable 8 and 9 year old boys!
There is a lot of research out there that shows that kids are more likely to eat vegetables that they
helped to grow. Even if it just gets them interested in trying a new vegetable variety or two it is
probably worth it! For some of us, vegetable gardening is somewhat therapeutic in addition to
good exercise. After a long week of work, it sometimes feels good to take a hoe in hand and
whack the living daylights out of some of those stinking weeds!!!! Sorry, maybe | need some
garden time right now! There’s also sometimes a very reassuring and perhaps self satisfying
aspect to knowing where your food came from and how it was produced! But a researcher at
Oregon State University has been studying gardens from an economic point of view. She looked
at value of vegetables produced, costs of producing them, etc. and found that the average
vegetable garden had a value of 74 cents per square foot. While that may not sound like much it
adds up to $148 for a modest 200 square foot garden. Now, that assumes that you’re actually
going to eat what you grow! What were some of the highest value crops in this study meaning
the greatest return? Well, potatoes, salad greens, beets, broccoli and, no surprise, tomatoes! This

has been Gardening with Chuck on the Talk of JC, 1420 KJCK, I’'m Chuck Otte.



Conservation Tree Seedlings Available

This is Gardening with Chuck on 1420 KJCK, I’'m Chuck Otte, Geary County, K-State Research
and Extension Ag & Natural Resources Agent. If you live in town and want to plant a new tree,
you go to a nursery and pick out a 3 to 8 foot tall tree and pay $25 to $250 for it and go on your
way. If you live in the country or on a larger lot with several acres, and want to plant a
windbreak or wildlife habitat and need 25 or 50 or 200 trees, even paying $25 a tree just isn’t
going to fly. By the time you can afford to get the windbreak planted, you’re in the nursing home
and no longer need it! Fortunately, the Kansas Forest Service does sell seedling trees for planting
for windbreaks, wood lots, riparian plantings, wildlife habitat and Christmas trees. These
seedlings are going to be 5 to 13 inches tall, are usually just one year old and are sold in bundles
or units of 25 each. You can get bare root shrub and tree seedlings for $20 per 25 or container
grown (small container) evergreen trees at $50 for 25. Container grown seedlings usually have
better survival rates. The container grown evergreens include eastern redcedar, ponderosa pine
and southwestern white pine. For bare root evergreens you have the cedar, white pine, oriental
arborvitae and ponderosa pine. For shrubs, American plum, black chokeberry, buttonbush,
chokecherry, ninebark, elderberry, false indigo fragrant sumac, golden currant, lilac sand hill
plum and serviceberry. For trees there’s baldcypress, black cherry, black oak, black walnut, bur
oak, cherrybark oak, cottonwood, hackberry, northern red oak, pecan, persimmon, redbud, red
mulberry shumard oak, silver oak, sycamore and lace bark elm, Order forms are available at

office. This has been Gardening with Chuck on the Talk of JC, 1420 KJCK, I’m Chuck Otte.



Fruit production in Kansas?

This is Gardening with Chuck on 1420 KJCK, I’'m Chuck Otte, Geary County, K-State Research
and Extension Ag & Natural Resources Agent. | get calls from homeowners who want to plant
fruit trees. 1 get a LOT of calls from homeowners who want to plant fruit trees. | encourage
planting of fruit trees in our area, but it comes with a caveat. Don’t expect fruit every year and
don’t expect certain fruit trees to ever bear. Why? Take a look at the weather right now and
especially over last weekend. It was nice, temperatures in the low 60s, sunshine. Great weather
for us but bad for fruit trees. Fruit trees made their blossoms for this year, in late summer of last
year. Unlike leaf buds that they can generate any time, flower buds are made one time a year. If
we have the wrong weather that kills those buds from now on, we just won’t have any fruit.
Warm weather, like we have seen the past week, tends to get trees excited and then they bloom
to soon and buds get frosted and die. People also plant the trees in the wrong place - they plant
them on the sunny south side of the house when they should plant them in the last spot the snow
melts to help hold them dormant. Some fruit species are more prone to break dormancy and
others hold their dormancy very well. What are some of the species that are more reliable? Tart
or pie cherries are probably the best followed by apple and pear. And of course, the ones that are
the worst at holding their dormancy are the ones that everyone wants to plant: sweet cherries,
apricots, plums and nectarines. Peaches are sort of in between. There seems to be a pretty big
different based on peach variety. For more information on fruit production in Kansas, give me a

call! This has been Gardening with Chuck on the Talk of JC, 1420 KJCK, I’m Chuck Otte.



